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pring Fun at the Dovecote! 
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PEOPLE from across The Leys 
enjoyed a day of Easter family fun at 
The Dovecote in Greater Leys. 

The sensory garden at the 
Dovecote is now starting to take 
shape and stands as an important 
tribute to the late Val Smith who 
served people and families on the 
Leys for years. 


Manager of the Dovecote Carol 
Richards said: “Easter is about 
precious family time, and The 
Dovecote is a family project. We 
are there to serve the children and 
families of Blackbird Leys and the 
centre and all our activities are all 
based around family life. We have 
been supporting families on the Leys 
since 1996.” 

Carol added: “We are glad the 


sensory garden is now really starting 
to develop with the plants, smells 
and textures providing the children 
with lots of sensory experiences, 
and it’s been an honour and a 
privilege to keep Val's memory alive 
and remember the important work 
that she did for the community of 
Blackbird Leys. The children have 
helped develop the garden while 
learning new skills. It is important for 


them to feel part of the community 
that they are in.” 

Ami Prior, from the Leys: “I've 
been here for 19 years, my two older 
children came to The Dovecote, and 
then they became volunteers. | am 
the secretary on the committee, and 
my youngest one is here and has had 
the chance to make new friends. It’s 
good to provide activities for children 
because they can get bored, it gives 


them a meaning of who they are and 
tells us why we celebrate Easter.” 


Children and families took part in 


a wide range of activities on the day, 
including a Tombola with delicious 
Easter eggs to be won. 
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Are you registered to vote? 


THERE is an election for half 
of the Oxford City Council 
seats on 3 May and if you're 
not registered, you can’t 
vote. You have to register 
yourself; no one can do it for 
you. 

To register your name 
on the electoral register go 
online at gov.uk/register- 
to-vote. It only takes five 
minutes and all you need is 
your name, address, date of 
birth and National Insurance 
number. 

Oxford City Council 
Returning Officer, Anita 
Bradley, said: “Taking part 
in this country's democratic 
process is a well-founded 


Blackbird Leys Ward 


Linda Smith (Labour) 

125 Oxford Road, Old Marston, 
Oxford OX3 ORB 

T: 07961 121704 

E: cllrlsmith@oxford.gov.uk 


Rae Humberstone (Labour) 
75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7UZ 

T: 01865 779678 

and 07768 429566 


right, but it is one that you 
can only take part in if you 
are registered. It doesn't take 
long to register, so please 
make sure you don't miss out 
in the forthcoming council 
election.” 

Registering is a legal 
requirement. Additionally, 
not being registered can 
mean more than not being 
able to vote. The register is 
used by companies to check 
when you apply for credit or 
mobile phone contracts, so 
if you're not on the register it 
may count against you. 

You will need to re- 
register every time you move 
home. 


You can register if: 

@ you are 17 years old (and 
in some cases if you are 16). 
However, you can only vote 
when you become 18 

@ you are British or 
qualifying Commonwealth 
citizens. This means 
Commonwealth citizens 
who have leave to remain 
in the UK or do not require 
such leave 

@ you are a citizen of 

the Republic of Ireland or 
other European Union (EU) 
member states. 


The last date to register for 
this election is 17 April. 


Northfield Brook Ward 


Sian Taylor (Labour) 
5 Regent Street, 
Oxford OX4 1QU 

T: 07767 311425 


Leys Division 


17 Three Corners Road, 
Oxford OX4 7UF 

T: 01865 727824 

and 07941 785538 


gov.uk 


E: cllrstaylor@oxford.gov.uk 


Deborah Mcllveen (Labour) 


E: deborah.mcilveen@oxfordshire. 


All change at 
Leys News! 


IT WILL be all change for Leys News from next month 
as the Editor and Business Development Manager will 
be leaving for pastures new. 

Sarah Edwards and John Charlton who have been 
with the organisation for several years are handing 
over the reins and this issue of Leys News - number 
150 — will be their last. 

Sarah, the Editor of Leys News and Group Editor for 
The Community Media Group joined the organisation 
in 2009. She will continue to work as a freelance 
journalist and blogger but will also be working as an 
Associate Lecturer at Oxford Brookes University. 

She said: “A lot has changed in the time that John 
and I have been running the organisation. We have 
launched lots of new community newspapers across 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and in London and we have 
built a reputation for an organisation that offers 
nationally accredited journalism training. In the digital 
era when so many printed newspapers have gone out 
of business, we have bucked the trend and launched 
more! As well as providing a good local resource for 
news and information, we have been able to offer free 
training to hundreds of volunteers who would not 
have had a chance to experience working in the media 
otherwise. 

“lam leaving to work on other projects but will be 
around for a few weeks while our new team settles 
in. Working at Leys News has been an amazing 
experience and | am thrilled with the way the 
organisation has grown over the years. However, 
one of my visions for the future was for us to offer 
paid employment to people who have been loyal 
volunteers with us over the years and with our new 
team in place we have achieved just that. | am very 
proud of all that we have achieved and wish the new 
team all the very best as they take the project to the 
next level.” 

John added: “It has been a privilege working for 
this community project and it has been wonderful to 
engage with so many great volunteers and support 
organisations. | believe the newspaper is at the heart 
of the community and has helped many people on 
the Leys access employment, education and leisure 
opportunities. We now have a great team taking over 
and I am sure they will do a wonderful job with the 
newspaper.” 


Anneliese Dodds (Labour) 

Unit A, Bishops Mews, 

Transport Way, Oxford OX4 6HD 
E: anneliesedoddsmp@gmail.com 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. 

Vice Chair: Ann Booker. 

Non-position holders: John Dillon, Mark 
Franks, Sue Funge, Ewa Gluza, John Lowe, 
Deborah Mcillveen, Peter Nowland, Susana De 
Sousa and Jayne Watson. 


For contact and further details see page 5. 
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Pat Stannard was Lord Mayor of Oxford between 2003 and 2004. 


BLACKBIRD Leys Parish Councillor 

and former Lord Mayor of Oxford, Pat 
Stannard, has died aged 79. A former 
Labour Party city councillor for Blackbird 
Leys, he served as Lord Mayor between 
2003 and 2004. He had lived in Greater 
Leys for the last twenty years and was 

a member of the Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council for the last 15 of those years. 

Born in Colchester in 1938, he moved 
with his family to Oxford a couple of 
years later. In the 1950s, he left school 
at 16 to work as a technician at the 
Atomic Energy Research Establishment 
in Harwell. Later, he worked at the 
Department of Engineering Science 
at Oxford University, first as a lab 
technician and then as safety officer. 
The latter position he held until his 
retirement. 

He married Angela in 1971 and they 
had two children, Jo and Nick. Jo was 
editor of Leys News between 2004 and 
2005. 

Members of the parish council paid 
tribute to him at a meeting before 
Easter. Gordon Roper, chairman of 
the council, said: “He was incredibly 
knowledgeable about the area and had 
a great interest in the estate. Pat was 
helpful and knowledgeable and always 
supported me with decisions that | had 
to make. He will be sadly missed.” 

Val Churchill from Oxford City Council 
had known Mr Stannard for many 
years. She said: “I would say Pat was a 
true gentleman. He was a true socialist 
and cared desperately for people who 


Obituary: Pat Stannard 


haven't had equal opportunities in life. 
Pat will be very sadly missed by many 
people.” 

Former MP Andrew Smith added: 
“After moving to the Leys, Pat took the 
local community to his heart, and was 
proud to serve our community as city 
councillor for Blackbird Leys from 2002 
to 2004, including as Lord Mayor, and 
as a Parish Councillor ever since. He 
brought a common-sense commitment 
to enabling people to make the most of 
their lives. He leaves many friends in the 
Labour Party and wider community. We 
will miss him, and remember him.” 

Councillor Christine Simm said: “Pat 
and his wife Angela, with Nick and Jo, 
lived opposite from me in Argyle Street 
-this was in the 1980s. We became 
friends, and baby sat each other's 
children. 

“I became a city councillor in 1986, 
and | knew that Pat would be an 
excellent candidate, and he represented 
Blackbird Leys for many years. Active 
in his community, hard working and 
always encouraging other colleagues. 

“But it is Patrick the man that | 
remember — warm, funny, friendly, 
passionate about social injustice, 
but also a family man and a great 
neighbour. RIP Patrick, you made a huge 
contribution to our City and you will be 
much missed.” 

Pat Stannard’s funeral will be held at 
the Oxford Crematorium on Monday 23 
April at midday. 


BY JOHN CHARLTON 


THE race is on for cycling 
enthusiasts to secure their place in 
this year’s annual Bike Oxford ride. 
Now in its fifth year, the ride will 
take place on Sunday 20 May and 
will once again raise money for the 
Helen and Douglas House hospice 
in Oxford and Ronald McDonald 
House Charities. Individual riders 


can also nominate their own charity. 


This year’s event is championed 
by national property developer 
Redrow Homes and will start and 
end at the Oxford University Rugby 
Football Club ground on Iffley 
Road. Riders will have the choice 
of three new rides - the 25-mile 
social tailored to novice cyclists 
and families or the 50 or 80-mile 
challenge rides for the keener rider 
- taking a tour of the dreaming 
spires in the historic centre of Oxford 
before venturing out into the heart 
of the Cotswolds and taking in 
pretty villages steeped in history. 
Riders will also enjoy some of the 


Bike Oxford returns 
for fifth year 


building responsibly and valuing 
people, an excellent fit with 
cycling’s own values. 

“We strive to incorporate health 
and well-being into all of our 
communities so are delighted to 
champion Iconic Cycling Event’s 
rides at three fantastic historic 


region's finest food and drink at food 
stations in the villages of Charlbury 
and Deddington, and at the finish. 


Charities provide accommodation 
for parents whose children need to to have secured the support of 
stay in hospital. There are 14 Ronald 


Redrow Homes this year. Without 


locations around the country. 


Cycling Events, said: “We're thrilled | We've supported Bike Chester for 


the last two years and are now 
rolling this out to include its other 


Organised by cycling experts 
Iconic Cycling Events, last year's Bike 
Oxford attracted more than 1,200 
riders from across Oxfordshire and 
beyond. The ride is supported by 
Oxford City and Oxfordshire County 
Council, as well as by local club the 
Cowley Road Condors. 

Helen and Douglas House 
provide hospice care for terminally 
ill children, young adults and 
their families in Oxfordshire and 
surrounding counties. The hospice 
needs to raise more than £5m a year 
to cover running costs. 

Ronald McDonald House 


McDonald Houses across the UK, all 
located close to specialist children's 
hospitals, including one in Oxford. 
Dave Bexon, group sales and 
marketing director at Redrow 
Homes said: “We strive to 
incorporate health and well-being 
into all of our communities so 
are delighted to champion Iconic 
Cycling Event's rides at three 
fantastic historic locations around 
the country. We've supported Bike 
Chester for the last two years and 
are now rolling this out to include its 
other rides in Oxford and Bath”. 
Richard Best, CEO of Iconic 


the continued enthusiasm from our 
sponsors and cyclists, Bike Oxford 
would not have become the event 
it is today. Now a firm fixture in the 
cycling enthusiast calendar, | hope 
we will see even more cyclists turn 
out this year to enjoy a fantastic day 
of cycling and to support some very 
worthy local charities.” 

Dave Bexon, group sales and 
marketing director at Redrow 
Homes said: “As one of the UK's 
leading home builders, our brand 
purpose is the create a better way 
for people to live. We do this by 
creating thriving communities, 


rides in Oxford and Bath. Across 
the company we have some very 
enthusiastic riders and more than 
100 of my colleagues and myself will 
be taking part in these events over 
the spring and summer months.” 
Entry is £36 per ride for the 80 and 
50-mile rides or £26 for the 25-mile 
ride. New to 2018 is a family entry 
for the 25-mile route at £70 for two 
adults and two children under 16. 


For more info and to 
register visit the website 
www.bikeoxford.co.uk 
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Oxfordshire 
Charity and 
Volunteer 


Awards 2018 


THE 2018 Oxfordshire Charity and 
Volunteer Awards will take place on 5 
June at the Oxford Town Hall. 

The awards organised by 
Oxfordshire Community and 
Volunteer Action, help celebrate the 
great work undertaken by charitable 
organisations and individuals across 
the county. 

The Individual awards will be 
sponsored by Activate Learning, 
Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust 
and National Citizens Service. 

There are ten category awards for 
charities including best new group, 
best innovation, environmental, best 
community project and best team 
of volunteers and The Charity of the 
Year. 

Entries will be judged on 8 and 9 
May. 


For further details and an 
application form contact OCVA 
at www.ocva.org.uk 


GOOD NEWS! YOU CAN NOW 
LINE YOUR FOOD CADDY WITH 
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RECYCLING TEAM UPDATE 


A big thanks! 

Winter has gone and spring is finally here! 
We'd now like to take the opportunity to 
say a huge thank you to our collection 
crews who battled through the snow 
earlier in March and for the patience you 
gave us. The health and safety of our 
crews and the public is paramount but 
our team worked hard to commence with 
services safely and efficiently. 


Say NO to fatbergs, 
say YES to oil recycling! 
Residents of The Leys may have 
heard back in September 2017 of the 
Whitechapel monster fatberg that 
blocked a stretch of Victorian sewers 
- 250 metres long, more than twice as 
long as the Wembley football pitch, and 
weighing the same as 11 double decker 
buses. It took Thames Water engineers 
three weeks to remove the foul-smelling 
rock-solid mass of wet wipes, nappies, fat 
and oil. 

Fatbergs are very large masses of solid 
waste in a sewerage system, consisting 
especially of congealed fat and personal 
hygiene products that have been flushed 
down toilets and sinks. Never pour oil 
and fat down the sink, as when it cools it 
solidifies and blocks your pipes! 

Luckily, fatbergs in Oxford can now be 
a problem of the past. To enable residents 
to get rid of their cooking oils and fats 


NEW! YOU CAN NOW RECYCLE 


USED COOKING OIL 


Pop inside 


Collect used 


cooking oil in 
a plasti: bottle Dy, 


your food 
caddy or 
red bin for 


A collection 


easily, the City Council can now recycle 
these with your food recycling! Simply 
put them into a plastic bottle inside 

your food caddy or red bin. The plastic is 
mechanically removed, and the resulting 
process generates electricity and fertiliser 
for local farms! 

Don't forget, you can now use plastic 
bags to line your food caddy. If you don’t 
have any you can use newspaper or 
kitchen roll (or no liner at all). You can also 
buy liners from the Council's Marsh Road 
Depot for £1.50 a roll. 


Single use plastic alternatives 
Many of us are more aware than ever 
before of the impact single-use plastics 
are having on our planet. We've got some 
helpful hints and tips for how to minimise 
your impact! 

Simple changes include using a 


ADVERTISEMENT 


If you live in Oxford City, South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse or West Oxfordshire, you can now use 
plastic bags to line your food caddy, making food recycling easier, cleaner and cheaper! All food recycling 


from these districts is now taken to anaerobic digestion plants, which can remove plastic liners. If you live 
in Cherwell, please continue to use compostable liners, as your food is taken to a composting plant which 


cannot process plastic. For more information, please contact your local district council. 


reusable shopping bag, reusable water 
bottles, skipping the plastic produce bags 
in supermarkets and buying loose, or 
even buying fresh produce from Oxford's 
Covered Market or other local markets! 
Another good source is Oxford's refill 
shop - SESI - who have a good coverage 
of the city, where you can refill your 
containers with household essentials from 
breakfast cereal to shower gel. 


Would you like us to visit your group? 
The Recycling Team offers free visits to 
groups across the city; from schools, to 
community groups and everything in 
between! 


Book a free visit now by emailing 
recyclingleague@oxford.gov.uk 
or calling 01865 252997 
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and that the current inequalities 

in income and life chances for the 
people of Oxford will have been 
massively reduced. Other key 
features are the protection the city's 
heritage and natural environment, 
and the belief that Oxford can be 

a global centre for the knowledge- 
based economy. 

Oxford2050 also provides a 
longer-term framework within 
which to plan Oxford. It will be a 
blueprint for the city, setting out 


~ the direction of travel, and it will 


influence all key policy statements 
in future years, including future 
versions of the City Council’s Local 
Plan. 

Oxford City Council carried out 


publishes its vision for how 
feel in 2050 


which included more than 75,000 
words. 

Councillor Susan Brown, Leader 
of Oxford City Council, said: “A 
vision for Oxford's future that we 
can use to guide the City Council’s 
policies is a real asset that will 
help us meet the aspirations of 
Oxford city residents. We are very 
grateful to the large number of 
people who took the time to send 
us their thoughts, a number of 
which were very detailed, during 
the consultation. Without them 
we could not have produced this 
document. We hope, thanks to the 
input from so many residents, that 
the vision reflects the hopes and 
aspirations of the city.” 


OXFORD City Council has published future of the city which emerged 
its vision of the kind of city that from widespread consultation 
Oxford could be in 2050. The vision with residents and community 
document is called Oxford2050. groups about the future of the 
It describes the vision for the 


education system, transport, leisure a two-month public consultation, 
and local communities. running from November 2017 to 
At the heart of the vision is a January 2018, to get the views of 
determination that Oxford should Oxford residents. In total, the City 
be a more affordable place to live, Council received 562 responses, 


city’s housing, the economy, the 


BLACKBIRD LEYS PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 


Parish Council 
Board of Ideas 
The parish council continues 
to work on the Board of 
Ideas project to identify 
how to address some of the 
issues raised. Many people, 
young and old and from all 
backgrounds, participated 
in this activity by writing 
their views on a large display 
board. There was a general 
positive view about living 
on the Leys estate but also 
some issues that concerned 
residents. 

Some of the aspirations 
included: 


“| want people to be more 
friendly and less afraid” 
“Cleaner community creates 
a creative community” 
“Together we could solve the 
issues of childcare” 

“Let’s get the young and old 
together” 

Some expressed concerns 
about living on the Leys 
including: 

“Rubbish in gardens” 
“Loneliness” 

“Not enough affordable 
housing” 

“Access to affordable fruit 
and veg” 

The council will be 


looking at all these 
comments and working on 
ways to improve peoples’ 
lives on the Leys. 


Pot Holes 

Oxford City Council has 
secured a contract to repair 
the pot holes in Oxford on 
behalf of the Oxfordshire 
County Council. Road repair 
is the responsibility of the 
County Council but working 
closely with the Direct 
Services of the City Council 
it is hoped that the urgent 
repairs can be completed 
quickly and cost effectively. 


Parish Council 


Tuesday 24 April and Tuesday 29 May 


Meetings are held at 7pm in Jack Argent 
Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 

Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), John 
Dillon, Mark Franks, Sue Funge, Ewa Gluza, John Lowe, 
Deborah Mcillveen, Peter Nowland, Susana De Sousa 
and Jayne Watson. 


Phone 07754 271831 (9am-5pm) 
Email bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


For more details of Parish Council news, 
meetings, minutes and other activities 
in Blackbird Leys please go to the 
community website 


www.blackbirdleysparishcouncil.gov.uk Blackbird Leys 
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FILM CLUB 


Come and join us for a lovely film: ‘Florence Foster Jenkins' 
starring Meryl Streep and Hugh Grant 


Thursday 19" April 


The Clockhouse, Blackbird Leys 


Film starts at 2pm and tea/coffee, biscuits served 
before and after the film. £1 Donation Suggested. 


Next Film Date 
Thursday 17" May 


No need to book 
For information on the film showing, please contact 
Chris on 07827 235438 
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Easter scheme on the following dates 


T Grow... 
: Tegethe r 


Week 2 Monday 9" until Thursday 12" April 


Registration day for Easter will be held Friday 16 
March 9.15 am at the Dovecote Centre 


Summer scheme dates 
Weeks 1 & 2 Monday 30" July until Thursday 9" 
August 


Weeks 3 & 4 Monday 13" until Thursday 23rd August 


Registration day will be held Friday 13" July 
9.15 am at the Dovecote Centre 


Tower blocks 
leaseholders 
informed of costs 
of repairs following 
Tribunal ruling 


THE City Council has informed tower blocks 
leaseholders of how much they should 

pay towards the cost of repairs following a 
determination on service charges for Plowman 
Tower by the First Tier Tribunal in September last 
year. 

Based on this determination, subsequent 
negotiations were held between experts of 
the City Council and the Oxford Towerblocks 
Leaseholder Association (OTLA) to arrive at the 
final service charges for leaseholders in the 
remaining four tower blocks. 

Focusing on Plowman Tower, the Tribunal 
was asked to determine the reasonableness and 
payability of service charges and administration 
charges in respect of the Council's then-£20 
million tower blocks repairs project. 

Ahead of the start of repairs, the City Council 
was required to list the various elements of 
the work, costs associated with each item and 
whether it believed that the work was a repair 
and therefore recoverable from leaseholders, 
or an improvement, which under the terms 
of the Council’s standard lease, leaseholders 


are not required to contribute towards. This 

large document is known as a Scott Schedule. 
For Plowman Tower, the value of the items 
considered to be repairs for each leaseholder was 
£48,766. 

The Tribunal ruled on which items it 
considered to be payable and invited the 
Council’s expert and OTLA to then agree a new 
figure to be paid by leaseholders. The figures 
for the remaining four towers were arrived at 
by referring to the principles applied in the 
Plowman Tower determination. 

A vast proportion of the works, including 
works to the roof, windows, balconies, doors, 
ventilation, cladding and fire protection 
measures such as the sprinkler system, were 
found to be improvements and not repairs. As 
such, leaseholders were not obliged to pay for 
them. Only structural and concrete repairs and 
repairs to the lifts were recoverable. 

After applying the principles in the Plowman 
Tower determination, the revised service charges 
for each of the tower blocks are shown below: 


Tower Original Charge Revised Charge 
Windrush = £50,551.00 £3,857.21 
Evenlode  £50,698.98 £3,690.60 
Hockmore  £53,581.11 £3,994.67 
Plowman £48,766.75 £2,640.85 
Foresters £49,118.62 £2,642.77 


Stephen Clarke, Head of Housing & Property 
Services, said: “The Tribunal’s determination and 
subsequent agreements between the Council 
and OTLA have provided much needed certainty 
to leaseholders on how much they can expect 
to pay as their contribution to the repairs. 
We are pleased that as the repairs project is 
nearing its completion, the issue of leaseholder 
contributions has now been resolved. The 
improvements have been widely welcomed by 
residents and are much valued and appreciated. 
“As we had made budget provision for the full 
costs of the tower block improvement project 
from our Housing Revenue Account and had 
not made any budget income assumptions 
for contributions from leaseholders, there are 
no significant financial implications from this 
determination. We have now written to the 
leaseholders providing copies of the Tribunal 
judgement and asking if they agree to the 
revised service charges, following which invoices 
will be issued.” 


ry 


AN OXFORDSHIRE team of 
wildlife film makers has launched 
an ambitious bid to give nature 
in the county and further afield a 
voice through a TV/Online show 
called The People's Countryside. 
Stuart Mabbutt the 
Presenter, William Mankelow 
the Photographer and Ross 
Arrowsmith the Videographer 
are running a Kickstarter 
crowdfunding campaign to fund 
their next project of the TV/online 
show The Peoples Countryside. 
Stuart and Ross have both 
worked with Leys News as part of 
our editorial team. 
The programme will look at the 


Getting arty 


at Potters 
Court 


AMATEUR artist Andrew J 
Cherrie is relaunching a 
community art group, 
and is calling on local 
businesses to support 
the venture. Andrew, 
77, a retired carpenter, 
founded the group in 


—s a — 
Andrew Cherrie 


often overlooked, partially disused, 
old Wycombe Railway line that 
used to run from Oxford to Princes 
Risborough highlighting how 
nature has and is reclaiming the 
area along the line. 

Stuart said: “We want to 
examine the social and industrial 
history of the line, filming rare 
footage of trains still running on 
the used section near the BMW 
factory. As well as showcasing 
why the old track bed through 
the village of Horspath is a key 
‘green corridor’ linking Shotover 
Country Park (a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest) with the wider 
countryside.” 


We are 
only just 
beginning 


2013 and says it helped 


him to cope after his wife Catherine died. 


to explore 


Unfortunately, the group has not met since 


The old railway tunnel through 
the village of Horspath now 
houses one of the most important 
bat Hibernaculum in the county. 
A volunteer group has spent 
many hundreds of hours in the 
tunnel since 1999 installing 
accommodation in that tunnel for 
thousands of bats to hibernate. 

Stuart added: “During these 
times of austerity, funds or 
resources haven't been found to 
engage an individual or company, 
with structural engineering 
expertise. This is the main appeal 
we want to make to the audience 
through the film. We have not had 
access to the tunnel for monitoring 
purposes in recent years. To be 
permitted to continue monitoring 
the bats and maintaining that 
special physical environment for 
their hibernation, it is essential for 
a structural engineer to survey and 
give assurance this tunnel is not 
liable to collapse or cause injury. 

“A direct appeal on camera 
will be made to try and finda 
qualified individual or structural 
engineering company to offer 
their services for free or at a 
much reduced rate, so the bat 
hibernaculum can be maintained 
for generations to come.” 


gardeners want ona 
day to day basis, but 
that thinking can often 
distract the way we 
view and perceive our 
gardens. 

We try and tend, 
manage and control 
our garden plots. Often 
acting like overbearing 


last year, but Andrew is now ona mission to re 
launch the fortnightly artistic gatherings and get 
more people involved in the project. 

This Thursday (April 12) the group will be 
joined by an art tutor and there are also plans to 
run card making and modelling workshops. 

The sessions will be help every two weeks at 
Potters Court in Robin Close, Greater Leys and 
all are welcome regardless of artistic ability or 
experience as Andrew believes art can be a very 
therapeutic past time for everyone. 


READING the garden 
literature that’s out 
there, you can quickly 
get the impression 
that the health and 
wellbeing of our garden 
is only of interest 
as it is necessary 
for optimising the 
flowering quality and 
productivity rates. 

It's far wider than 
that but that may be 
enough for what we 


parents and stewards. 
Natures stewardship 
helps show us humans 
how to appreciate 
the complex ways our 
gardens interact with 
the wider environment 
that it’s placed in. 
Building and sustaining 
the less obvious, yet 
highly important food 
chains. 

It's easy to overlook 
how overbearing 


The People's Countryside 


The People’s Countryside team 
plan to film this episode in two 
parts. The main film and appeal 
will be filmed in May and released 
soon after. They will then revisit in 
June and July for further filming. 

The June visit will be to explore 
the wildlife in the Horspath 
Conservation area, which is very 
well populated with dragonflies, 
damselflies and hoverflies, 
and particularly the Hawker 
Dragonflies. In July they will film 
some of the bats when they are 
swarming in large numbers. The 
June and July footage will be 
released as part two later in 2018. 

The People’s Countryside 
team plan to also record material 
for their radio show Going Wild 
With Wildlife that’s transmitted 
on multiple hospital/community 
and internet radio stations. Taking 
nature to a wider audience. 

Some of the live radio 
shows can be listened to here: 
https://www.mixcloud.com/ 
stuart-mabbutt/ 


They will also produce a 
photographic archive to document 
the state of nature so future 
generations of conservationists 
can make educated decisions with 
regard to habitat management. 
Getting people aware of the old 
railway line and its habitats will 
be a step in getting people caring 
about the environment around the 
line once again. 

The People’s Countryside 
has launched a crowdfunding 
campaign on Kickstarter running 
until 28 April, £4000 needs to 
be raised in 30 days otherwise 
the team cannot undertake the 
project. Online pledges will also 
be possible via the website https:// 
thepeoplescountryside.com/ 
get-involved/ 

Stuart added: “It's indefensible 
the negative environmental 
impacts we are having all over 
the world and the team want to 
showcase more tenable ways we 
can all contribute to the state of 
nature for generations to come.” 


Photo: Fir0002/Flagstaffotos 


our gardening habits 
often are, and how 
those habits can 
impact on our gardens 
ecosystems, which is 
part of any gardens 
‘success’. 

Allowing a place 
for nature to colonise 
draws our attention to 
the role gardens play 
in making our world 


the kind of place that 
we ourselves want to 
inhabit. 

Not only that but 
wildlife gardens in all 
their forms hide many 
natural wonders that 
in many ways we are 
only just beginning to 
explore. 

Give yourself 
permission to step out 


into your garden and 
find the nature that’s 
there, right under our 
noses, often, unnoticed. 

A garden with a 
healthier and happier 
ecosystem can often be 
more productive. Give 
it a try. 


Happy Gardening 
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Children and young people to 


be consulted on a new strategy 


to improve their lives 


OXFORD City Council will 
start a consultation on a new 
strategy to support children 
and young people in Oxford. 

The aim of the new strategy 
is to help them achieve their 
potential and to become 
happy, safe, successful, 
healthy and active citizens. 

The new Children and 
Young People’s Strategy aims 
to guide the work focusing on 
children and young people’s 
needs and helping them fulfil 
their ambitions, covering the 
period of 2018-2023. It covers 
young people in Oxford aged 
0-25, and builds on and will 
replace the City Council’s 
existing Youth Ambition 
Strategy and Children and 
Young People’s Plan. 

A consultation will take 
place from 5 March until 
27 April. The City Council 
is inviting responses from 
children and young people, 
families, professionals 
working with children and 
young people, and partner 


organisations including 
Oxfordshire County Council 
and the Children’s Trust that 
share the responsibility for 
meeting the needs of Oxford’s 
children and young people. 

Children and young people, 
including those who may 
be more disadvantaged 
or vulnerable because of 
their disability, gender, race, 
sexual orientation, or are 
unemployed, refugees, young 
parents or involved in the 
criminal justice system, will 
have the opportunity to shape 
the new strategy. 

Oxford has major social 
inequalities. The 2015 English 
Indices of Deprivation, the 
official measure of relative 
deprivation, ranked Oxford 
166 out of 326 local authorities 
districts. Compounded by a 
projected rise in population, 
young people face significant 
challenges to achieving 
economic independence, 
wellbeing and finding support 
to deal with these challenges. 


Councillor Marie Tidball, 
Executive Board Member for 
Young People, Schools and 
Public Health said: “Oxford 
is a vibrant city but young 
people from disadvantaged 
circumstances are still more 


likely to experience fractured 
transitions from education to 


employment. That’s why we 


want to ensure this is a cross- 
cutting strategy which enables 


all our services to consider 
the outcomes to empower 


children and young people in 
our city to thrive. Listening to 


the voices of a diverse range 
of young people, and taking 
your views into account, will 


be an essential part in helping 


us to achieve this.” 


To read a copy of the 
strategy and to give 
your views please visit 
the following website 
www.oxford.gov.uk/ 
candypstrategy 


T 


PEA 
OXFORD 


CITY 
COUNCIL 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


A cleaner, greener 


Leys for the Spring 


LOCAL residents, council staff, parish councillors and city councillors worked together to clean up the Leys as part of the Ox Clean litter pick project. Dozens 
of bags were filled with litter collected from Moorbank, Balfour Road, Cuddeson Way, Warburg Crescent and Blackbird Leys Road. 

Hollie Tuckwell from Oxford City Council said; “I really want to thank everyone for taking the time to help with the litter pick. It was great to see residents, 
council staff, parish councillors and city councillors working together.” 


ET 
k alt! children 


Hep ami Seen 


Supporting 
Children who 
have a Parent 
in Prison 


What would it be like to 
-Ihave a parent in prison? 


from a child with a parent in prison and what life 


is like. 


The event had 120 guests in attendance 
including some of the family’s benefiting from 


the work of the charity. 


Grandmother Bridget said: “The work of 
Charity has completely changed our lives, before 
this there were no services or organisations out 


there to support us.” 
Sir Trevor Mc Donald said: “If we don’t support 
the children of people in prison we add another 


dimension to the problem of incarcerating 


people.” 


SIR Trevor McDonald joined an audience of 
beneficiaries and supporters of Oxford based 
charity Children Heard and Seen, a charity that 
supports children with a parent in prison. 
Sir Trevor McDonald along with Author Danny 
Lee and illustrator Korky Paul were invited to 
judge the art work of children from around the 
country who had depicted through art their 
thoughts and feelings about what it’s like to have 


a parent in prison. 


The evening included the premier of a short 
film by Luke, aged 10 which gave the perspective 


Sir Trevor applauded the great work that the 
charity was doing to break the cycle of offending 
and ensuring this generation of young people 
where appropriately supported and that society 


recognises the challenges faced by these children 
Film maker Luke said: “What | want to get 


around to children whose parents are in prison, 
is that you haven't done anything wrong. So, 


whatever anyone says, you haven't done anything 


their life.” 


wrong. So, live your life how a kid is meant to live 


For further info visit the CHAS website 
www.childrenheardandseen.co.uk 


OXFORD City Council and its 
City Conversation partners have 
agreed the next steps towards 
the development of a Rough 
Sleeping Charter and a citywide 
partnership to tackle rough 
sleeping in Oxford. 

The interim City 
Conversation steering group 
has agreed to produce a 
proposal for the Charter and 
citywide partnership in the 
early summer. It will then ask 
people and organisations with 
an interest in tackling street 
homelessness — including 
current and former rough 
sleepers — for their views on 
the proposal, their suggestions 
for improving it, and their 
ideas about how they could be 
involved in future. 

It is then hoped to agree 
and publish the Rough 
Sleeping Charter, and to 
form a permanent citywide 
partnership board to replace 
the interim steering group. The 
interim steering group expects 
this partnership to deliver a 
number of new initiatives to 
help tackle rough sleeping 
and related issues — including 
the development of a digital 
platform for people to donate 
to organisations helping 
homeless people in Oxford. 


Roadmap agreed for 
City Conversation 
on rough sleeping 


The council has agreed to 
provide £150,000 over the next 
two years to support the City 
Conversation. This includes 
funding the development of 
the Charter and permanent 
partnership board. 

Oxfordshire Community 
Foundation will act as convenor 
for the City Conversation during 
this process, and Jane Cranston, 
High Sheriff of Oxfordshire, 
has agreed to chair the interim 
steering group. 

Councillor Mike Rowley, 
Board Member for Housing, 
said: “The effects of the national 
homelessness crisis are all 
too obvious on the streets of 
Oxford, so lam delighted we 
are taking the City Conversation 
forward with some of our key 
local partners. Together, we 
will produce proposals for a 
citywide partnership to tackle 


rough sleeping and a Rough 
Sleeping Charter in the early 
summer. 

“We will then ask the 
wider Oxford community to 
contribute their ideas and 
opinions on how we could 
improve these proposals and 
how they could be involved 
in tackling rough sleeping 
in future. Ifa Charter anda 
permanent partnership can be 
agreed, the real hard work to 
deliver our vision - that nobody 
should have to sleep rough on 
the streets of Oxford — will then 
begin. 

“I'd like to thank the interim 
steering group for their 
commitment, and in particular 
Oxfordshire Community 
Foundation for convening 
the group over the coming 
months. I'd also like to thank 
Jane Cranston, High Sheriff 


of Oxfordshire, for agreeing 
to chair the group during this 
period.” 

Jane Cranston, Chair of 
the City Conversation interim 
steering group, said: “For this 
initiative to succeed it needs to 
be able to attract interest and 
support from right across the 
city. As an independent and 
non-political person | hope to 
be able to bring in some new 
support with innovative ideas 
to broaden out and build on 
the good work already being 
done by many operating in the 
sector.” 

Claire Dowan, Chief Executive 
of Homeless Oxfordshire, 
said: “Homeless Oxfordshire 
is delighted to be supporting 
the City Conversation and 
contributing as member of 
the interim steering group. 
The issue of rough sleeping is 


complex and moving people 
off the streets requires complex 
support and solutions. A system 
change needs to happen, and 
partnerships that recognise 

this complexity and work 
creatively to be become part of 
the solution are more likely to 
succeed. The City Conversation 
is a real opportunity and | 

look forward to seeing how 
this develops and working 
collectively to reduce street 
homelessness.” 

The council initiated the City 
Conversation at a conference 
on 28 November 2017. This 
brought together more 
than 100 organisations and 
individuals with an interest 
in developing a common 
approach to tackle the rise 
of street homelessness. The 
conference agreed on a 
common vision of ensuring that 
nobody has to sleep rough on 
the streets of Oxford. 

The interim steering group 
includes delegates from 
Aspire, St Mungo’s, Homeless 
Oxfordshire, The Porch Day 
Centre, Oxford City Council, 
Oxfordshire County Council, 
Oxfordshire Community 
Foundation, University College, 
Thames Valley Police and Crisis 
Skylight. 


Lottery Funding 
For Museum 


THE Museum of Oxford 
has been awarded a grant 
of £1.63 million from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 
towards the Museum of 
Oxford redevelopment. 
The grant funding, which 
has been made possible 
through money raised by 
National Lottery players, 
was awarded this month, 
and will contribute towards 
the £3.2m project to 
transform the museum 

- titled Oxford’s Hidden 
Histories. 

The redevelopment will 
see the Old Museum, which 
was partially closed in 2011, 
triple in size and increase 
the number of exhibits from 
286 to around 750. It will tell 
the often-overlooked story 
of Oxford, its people and 
its communities through 
exhibits, objects and new 
oral histories. 

The project aims to create 
an award-winning museum 
and heritage events space in 


the centre of Oxford. 

Anew museum entrance 
will be accessed from the 
foyer of Oxford's Grade 
Il* Listed Town Hall. The 
new space will feature two 
new galleries displaying 
state-of-the-art, interactive 
exhibits and a new space 
- called Museum Makers — 
where schoolchildren and 
communities will be able to 
handle exhibits. 

The project will also see 
the creation of anew shop 
and reception desk, forming 
amuch improved welcome 
area for the Museum and 
improved facilities for 
the museum's 100 plus 
volunteers. 

Alongside the £2.8m 
capital construction of 
the new museum and 
its exhibits, the project 
will deliver a three year 
programme of enhanced 
heritage activity; including 
outreach sessions, learning 
resources for schools, 


family workshops and 
reminiscence projects. 
The application for HLF 
funding was first submitted 
in September 2015 in 
response to public demand 
for a larger space. The 
Museum sees more than 
75,000 visitors a year, 
however many felt the 
museum space was too 
small in comparison to other 
museums across the city. 
Over the past few 
months, the Museum of 
Oxford has hosted a range 
of fundraising events 
through the museum's 
development trust. So 
far, £94,000 of a £450,000 
fundraising target has been 
raised. The team will be 
continuing to fundraise 
towards the redevelopment. 
The development trust 
was granted charity status 
by the Charities Commission 
in July, which allows it 
to receive gift aid, and 
raise funds to support the 
improvement of facilities, 
collections, exhibitions, 
learning opportunities and 
advocate for the museum's 
stories and its services. 
Technical design and 
relocating some of the 


exhibits will start in summer 
2018; with construction due 
to commence in summer 
2019 and the new museum 
will open by summer 2020. 
The project is to be ratified 
at City Executive Board 
meeting in April. 

Michelle Roffe, Head of 
HLF South East, said: “This 
is really exciting news for 
the Museum of Oxford. 
As the city's only museum 
dedicated to its people and 
history, this project is vital to 
continuing to preserve and 
share the hidden histories of 
Oxford's community.” 

While the museum is 
closed, people will be able 
to meet staff and share their 
objects and stories for the 
new museum at community 
events across the city. For 
more information on how 
to get involved and a list of 
local events at the museum, 
please visit the Museum of 
Oxford website. 


To find out more, or to 
help support fundraising 
events and the project 
visit the Oxford Hidden 
Histories website 
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Dinaan Faye Majette 


Day 


Nightingale Avenue, Oxford, OX4 7BU 


in aid of 


breast cancer 


COLOURING COMPETITION 


Your name Age 


Phone 


Name of parent or guardian 


Address 


The closing date for entries is 28 April 2018. Send your entries to Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys, Oxford 0X4 7BX 
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Lamb Bugay Tours 
at Blenhein Palace 


BLENHEIM Palace 

is expecting a record 
number of twins this year! 
With over 3,000 lambs 
due to arrive towards the 
end of April, visitors can 
see them gambolling 
about in the ‘Capability’ 
Brown Parkland on a 
special Lamb Buggy Tour 
beginning 20 April. 

The 1808 ewes were 
scanned by two members 
of the Rural Team in 
February meaning that 
Head Shepherd, Charles 
Gerring knows he is 
expecting 391 singles, 
1,166 sets of twins, 218 sets 
of triplets and one set of 
quads! The spring arrivals 
are thought to be arriving 
from 20 April. 

The scans show a huge 
increase in multiples, with 
a 195% success rate for the 
ewes and 133% for the ewe 
lambs. The ewe lambs are 
just a year old at lambing 
and shepherds really 
only want them to have 
one lamb each, so they 
have excelled themselves 
averaging 1.33 each. 

The ewes achieved 
195% scanning which is the 


TT 


highest Blenheim Palace 
Estate has ever achieved 
and the overall percentage 
including the ewe lambs is 
also the highest achieved. 
Ewes who give birth to 
triplets and quads usually 
have one or two of their 
offspring taken away and 
given to another ewe so 
that they can cope with 
feeding. 

Head Shepherd 
Charles Gerring said: 
"The estimated yield of 
lambs from our flock this 
spring is really pleasing. 
The increase in twins is 
fantastic, and always what 
we hope to achieve. This 
will likely mean lots of 
work for the team and | 
making sure lambs are 


successfully fostered. It 
may also mean some very 
cute pet lambs with all 
hands-on deck for hand- 
feeding in the early days.” 

Visitors can learn about 
Blenheim Palace’s rich agri- 
history and discover more 
about the Estate farm on 
the Lamb Buggy Tours 
which will be running 
through the Park to the 
lambing fields set in the 
historic surrounds of the 
Grand Avenue. 


Lamb Buggy Tours at 
Blenheim Palace, Daily 
from 20 April - 3 June. 

A Park and Gardens 
Ticket is £3.50 per adult, 
£2.50 per child. 
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INTERVIEW: Oxford singer Jen Bervoka 


BY KAHINDE 
BADMUS 


The newest member of the Leys 
News editorial team is Kahinde 
Badmus. She met Jen Bervoka, 
the soulful and eccentric 
upcoming alternative soul and 
R&B singer from Oxford. Here is 
her exclusive interview with the 
18-year-old singer songwriter 
during which Kahinde finds out 
about her journey into music. 


What inspired you to pursue a 
career as a musician? 


During school | was always 
drawn to creating music in the 
practice rooms and then started 
showcasing it to people and felt 
such a bond with audiences. 
Since then I've felt compelled to 
connect with people through 
music. 


Who are your biggest musical 
inspirations and why? 


Well growing up with a Russian 
mum and my Congolese dad, 
there's always been mix of music 
at home. But | was always more 


drawn to artists like Lauryn Hill 
and Amy Winehouse because 
of the realness to their lyrics and 
passionate performances. l'm 
also listening to a lot of Sade at 
the moment. | love her unique 
style, elegance and chilled vibe. 


Tell me about your favourite song 
you've written and your thought 
process behind the song. 


I've written a bunch of songs, but 
wouldn't say | have a favourite, 
yet. Each song brings out a 
different story. I’m planning to 
release my first song ‘Crazy 4 

u’ later this year. It's about the 
loved up stage in a relationship. 
It recreates that emotion for 

me that a lot of us have or will 
eventually go through. 

In terms of my writing process, 
it’s always changing. But recently 
I've been starting with a phrase 
that fits my mood and then 
continued adding to it. | love 
writing. 


If you could collaborate with any 
artist who would it be and why? 
Recently I've been listening to a 
lot of Daniel Caesar. | just find his 


music so soulful and refreshing 
and that’s definitely something 
I've been exploring with my 
sound. 

His writing is also very 
personal, yet connects with 
people globally and that’s my 
aim. So to collaborate with 
someone who does it so well and 
beautifully, would be a dream. 


Do you have any upcoming shows? 


I'm doing a set at the Cape of 
Good Hope on Thursday 22 
March and performing Sunday 
11 March for international 
women's day at the East Oxford 
community centre! | always put 
show info on all my socials 
@Jenberkova 


Where can we find your music? 


| have my first release coming 
later this year, early summer, so 
make sure to keep posted on all 
my socials, as | will be releasing 
some clips and stuff very soon. 
Twitter, YouTube, Instagram and 
Facebook - @JenBerkova 


Write your life and 
make positive change 


BY SARAH EDWARDS 


IT IS WELL documented that 
the daily act of writing a diary or 
journal can have a huge impact 
on personal development, and 
research shows that if you start 
a new habit and do it for 28 days 
then chances are you will do it 
forever. 

Although for many people, 
the prospect of having to write 
something every day - ideally 
for 28 days to start with - can 
be pretty daunting. This is 
often because we didn’t enjoy 
writing very much at school or 
perhaps we found it really hard. 
If we associate anything with a 
previously negative experience 
the it is always much harder to 
embrace as a new activity. 

However, once we have got 
over those initial hurdles, writing 
and creativity focusses our 
minds and gives us a chance to 
write about what we are grateful 
for, how we feel and what we 


would like to be, do and have in 
our lives. It also gives our brains 
a much-needed rest from the 
busy, noisy digitised world we 
now live in. 

Writing has a great meditative 
effect - helping us to stay calm, 
centred and in the moment, and 
really gives us a chance to make 
big, ambitious plans for the 
future. 

Everyone knows how 
satisfying it is to make a list of 
things you need to do and then 
cross them off one by one. It 
gives us all a huge feeling of 
accomplishment and a clear 
way forward because the list 
represents small things we 
either need to clear it of the way 
or work towards in order for us 
to do something else. 

So, whether you are thinking 
of returning to work, planning to 
go back to education or training, 
moving home, losing weight or 
working towards any other life 
goals - writing can really help 
you get there. 


The acronyms - CLEAR and 
WRITE - are a good way to get 
started: 


Clear the clutter 

Live with love, and let go of 
limiting self beliefs 

Educate and empower yourself 

Affirm positively 

Receive positive change in your 
life 


And 


What's holding you back? 

Rethink your priorities and 
refresh your attitude 

Inspire positive actions 

Tell yourself that you can do 
this! 

Energise your goal setting with 
empowering perspective and 
effective actions 


For more tips and advice for 
personal development visit 
www.sarahadams.me.uk 


CORNER 


WITH KAHINDE BADMUS 


IF YOU'RE looking to be inspired 
and looking to achieve greater 
success reading “How-to” books 
are great for boosting your 
development in many areas of your 
life and a good way to fill your free 
time. Life can be full of challenges, 
but reading a couple pages out of 
an inspiring book could really help 
fill your brain with positive words 
and uplifting concepts. 


Here are five motivational, self- 
help books to add to your reading 
list 


1. The Power of Now 

by Eckhart Tolle 

An international bestseller and a 
must read for anyone looking for a 
modern take on spirituality. 


2. Creative Visualization 

by Shakti Gawain 

Shakti provides us with the 

means to be our own instruments 
in dramatically and positively 
changing our life’s using the art of 
mental imagery and affirmations. 


3. Anxious For Nothing 
by Max Lucado 
Finding calm in a chaotic world. 


4. The Hand of God 

by Mohumi M. Maswabi 

This book highlights the 
relationship between the universe, 
ourselves and how we knowingly 
or unknowingly create our reality 
through our thoughts. 


5. The little Book of Positivity 

by Lucy Lane 

A book of inspiring quotations, tips 
and practical advice on achieving 
amore balanced and positive 
attitude to life. 
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Oxfordshire MPs welcome visitors 


as part of se Tourism Week 


OXFORDSHIRE MPs welcomed visitors 

to Oxfordshire as part of VisitEngland’s 
national English Tourism Week. Organised 
by Experience, the Destination Management 
Organisation for the County, MPs visited 
businesses including Oxford Bus Company, 
GWR, Broughton Castle and Stonor Park to 
see the investment being made to improve 
the welcome to visitors as Oxfordshire 
prepares for the main tourist season. 

In Oxford, Anneliese Dodds MP for Oxford 
East assisted staff at the award-winning 
Oxford Visitor Information Centre to provide 
advice to visitors from the UK and overseas 
on what to see and do in Oxford. 

At Oxford station, Layla Moran MP for 
Oxford West and Abingdon welcomed 
visitors to Oxford arriving on GWR’s new 
trains with copies of Experience Oxfordshire’s 
new Visitor Guide whilst also showcasing 
Experience Oxfordshire’s new ‘Welcome 
to Oxford and Oxfordshire video’ running 
on Oxford Bus Company’s Park and Ride 
services. 

Commenting on the improvements to the 
visitor welcome in Oxford, Layla Moran said: 
“The tourism industry is crucial to Oxford, 
Abingdon and the whole county and it is 
great to be celebrating English Tourism Week 
today. Visitors can be assured of a warm 
Oxfordshire welcome when they arrive, but 
the new ‘Welcome to Oxford’ video unveiled 
by Experience Oxfordshire in partnership 
with Oxford Bus Company is a really great 
addition helping to greet people when they 
arrive in our city.” 

Oxfordshire welcomes 27.6 million visitors 
every year with the sector employing one 
in 10 jobs in Oxfordshire and has an overall 
value of £2.04 billion. Speaking about 
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the importance of improving the visitor 
welcome and increasing the number of 
visitors to Oxfordshire, Hayley Beer-Gamage, 
Chief Executive at Experience Oxfordshire, 
said: “We are delighted to be working with 
Oxfordshire MPs as part of VisitEngland’s 
English Tourism Week to highlight the work 
that Experience Oxfordshire and our Partners 
have been doing to make the city and county 
a more welcoming place for visitors. 

“Oxford Bus Company's recent investment 
in a fleet of new Park and Ride buses, a new 
Visitor Centre at Stonor Park, and Experience 
Oxfordshire’s award-winning Oxford Visitor 
Information Centre are all great examples 
of Oxfordshire tourism businesses working 


together to improve the visitor welcome in 
Oxfordshire.” 

Claire King, GWR’s Oxford Station Manager, 
commented: “It’s great to think that summer 
is finally on its way, with warmer, longer days 
and the opportunity to experience some of 
the fantastic destinations that the UK has to 
offer. Why not, sit back, relax, and have a Great 
Western adventure on one of our brand new 
Intercity Express trains now running to Oxford 
and the North Cotswolds.” 

In South Oxfordshire, John Howell MP 
for Henley welcomed visitors to the River 
and Rowing's Barbara Hepworth exhibition 
with David Worthington, Director of the 
Henley River and Rowing Museum. He then 


continued to nearby Stonor Park to meet 
William Stonor and see the new Visitor Centre, 
which opened on Saturday, 24 March. 

In north Oxfordshire, Victoria Prentis MP 
for the area welcomed a group of 120 Chinese 
visitors to Broughton Castle with refreshments 
and copies of a Mandarin version of 
Experience Oxfordshire’s Visitor Guide. 

Commenting on her visit to Broughton 
Castle, Victoria Prentis MP said: “I’m delighted 
to play a part in English Tourism Week and 
welcome visitors from China to Broughton 
Castle, a beautiful example of the attractions 
on offer to domestic and international visitors 
to north Oxfordshire.” 


Ground-breaking share 
offer launched to realise 
community ambition to 
re-open much loved centre 


local residents. 


ES £25,000. 


THE founding members of a new 
community-owned enterprise are 
calling on Oxford residents to buy 
a share to realise their ambition for 
an exciting new project. The former 
Children’s Centre, in Florence Park, 
East Oxford, closed in 2017 due to 
Government funding cuts - but 
now the building is due to reopen 

{| as a community run enterprise hub 
| following a successful campaign by 


Located in beautiful Florence 

j Park, Flo’s will house a new café, a 

nursery, a community drop-in space, 

meeting rooms and much more. 
Investors are needed to help 

launch the new community hub 

Flo's — The Place in the Park, with 

shares starting from £250 (£100 

for people living within the OX4 

postcode) rising to a maximum of 


Shareholders will become 
members of the organisation with 
voting rights at Annual General 


April and 18 June. 


definitely be signing up!” 


and fill this gap.” 


Meetings, and a projected return of 
investment of 2% per annum. The 
share offer will be open between 16 


Local councilor Helen Evans said: 
“This is such a great opportunity for 
people to be part of something very 
special. A community enterprise 
run by the community for the 
community. Behind this initiative 
are a great team of people, with the 
specialist skill set needed to make 
this venture a real success. | will 


Annie Davy, one of the project’s 
founding members, said: “When 
the children’s centre was closed 
down it left many families without 
childcare provision and much- 
needed services. Flo's will offer a 
welcoming and inclusive space for 
our community to come together 


The Community Share offer will 
allow Flo's to raise funds for initial 
refurbishment works, and also to 


provide working capital while the 
community enterprises come into 
full use. 

Scott Urban, a local parent and 
trustee of Flo's, said: “It also offers a 
potential return on investment and 
gives residents the chance to join 
us in this exciting community run 
initiative.” 

Candy March, Chair of Trustees 
of Flo's expressed her thanks for 
the Oxford wide support of the 
project. She said: “We've been very 
grateful for the support from local 
social enterprise, Aspire, to Flo's in 
its incubation to reach this exciting 
period in our journey. It is a prime 
example of a truly community-run 
project which is going to make a real 
difference to filling a pressing need 
for local families.” 


For more info go to 
www.flosoxford.org.uk/ 
community-share-offer. 
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Community acupuncture 
clinic opens in Oxford 


Oxford Labour councillors welcome 
report on future of Oxford Stadium 


OXFORD Labour Councillors 
welcomed the findings of a 
new report about the future 
of the Oxford Stadium, 
which could pave the way 
for a return of speedway 

and greyhound racing at the 
historic venue. 

The report, commissioned 
by Oxford City Council says 
that under certain conditions 
“a commercially viable 
solution” could be found for 
the iconic stadium, which last 
saw professional sport in 2012. 
Oxford Stadium operated as 
both a greyhound racing and 
speedway venue for almost 
seventy years from its opening 
in 1939. 

The report examines, in the 
first stage of its assessment, 
the factors affecting the 
future viability of the stadium. 
They include the commercial 
attributes of the site, the 
challenges associated with the 
return of greyhound racing and 
speedway, other uses such as 
hospitality and leisure which 


could provide income from 
the site, and the significant 
economic and other benefits 
which could flow to the 
Oxfordshire economy. 

A fully functioning stadium 
has the potential to create 
62 full time equivalent jobs 
and generate over £3.1M for 
Oxfordshire’s economy. 

It would also enhance its 
status as acommunity asset 
and a site of historical and 
cultural significance. 

Cllr Linda Smith, Deputy 
Leader of the City Council and 
Board Member for Leisure, 
Parks and Sport said: “This 
isan important milestone 
in the future development 
of Oxford Stadium. This 
report, commissioned 
from independent experts, 
shows how with the right 
investment, and support 
from the governing bodies 
of greyhound racing and 
speedway, and local people, 
this historic and much loved 
venue could re-open for 


business as a major sports 
and hospitality centre, while 
also maintaining its current 
community uses. 

“| accept a lot more work 
needs to be done to firm up 
the future of the stadium. 

But | know bringing it back to 
life would be welcomed by 
the people of Oxford. Many 
Oxford families, especially in 
the Leys area of the city which 
| represent, have supported 

it for decades. The return of 
motor sport (speedway) ina 
city renowned for its motor 
manufacturing would be both 
apt and symbolic.” 

The City Council has 
decided to commission stage 
2 of the study, which will flesh 
out the commercial options. 
It will continue to talk to the 
key parties in greyhound 
racing and speedway and 
the local community groups, 
such as “Save our Stadium’, 
who have fought for years for 
professional sport to return to 
the venue. 
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A NEW, low cost community acupuncture clinic 
believed to be the first of its kind in the UK has opened 
in Florence Park Community Centre, Oxford. 

The clinic, run by Holistic Health Oxford, is based 
upon a multi-bed system that allows the practitioner to 
treat more than one person at a time. 

Multi-bed acupuncture clinics run in other parts 
of the UK, but what makes Holistic Health’s approach 
unique is that it collects patient information prior to the 
session. This means less time is needed on the day for 
consultation, so more people can be seen at each clinic 
session. The aim of the approach is to keep this valuable 
treatment affordable, making it accessible to all Oxford 
residents. 

Seeing an acupuncturist at a private clinic can cost 
about £45 per session, but under the new Holistic Health 
approach it costs £15 per session. Holistic Health's multi- 
bed clinic, which sees up to six people an hour, runs 
every Tuesday evening from 4.30pm to 7.30pm. 

Joe Jennings, practitioner at Holistic Health, said: 

“For years now, | have been practicing acupuncture and 
have seen time and time again how life changing it 

can be for a wide range of health conditions. However, 

| have always felt uneasy that acupuncture was too 
costly and inaccessible for too many people. This new 
system means acupuncture is affordable for and open to 
everyone.” 

Zuzana Bohanna, 47, resident of Oxfordshire, was 
treated by Holistic Health, and said: “I started to have 
a pain in my hip and ‘tennis elbow’ due to extensive 
computer work and lot of driving, so Joe got to work on 
it. | must say that Joe is a ‘one stop shop’, he treats the 
body as a whole unit and not just the problem itself. It 
works, and it makes you feel like new. 

Joe is experienced in treating aches and pain, 
headaches and migraine, anxiety, depression, insomnia, 
digestive issues, women’s health issues and more. 


BY JOHN 
CHARLTON 


LJ 


For more info about the clinic, visit 
www.holistic-health.org.uk 


Oxford 


Get the latest local community news 
on your mobile phone, tablet and PC. 


Oxford Today is the digital home of the Community 
Media Group. Publishers of all the hyperlocal 
newspapers that are distributed across Oxford. 


Oxford Today will give you: 


e The latest news stories affecting you in 
your local area and across Oxford 


e Events happening across Oxford 
e Jobs and recruitment news 


e Opportunities to upload your own events 
and news stories 


e 24 hour news 


www.oxfordtocday.news 
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@ www.le_ snews.co.uk 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 


Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 12 months). 


To book your space ring John, 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 3TN. 
T: 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

T: 07811 401279 

E: jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
W: www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


CHILDMINDING 


Local childminder with spaces 


T: 07913 921903 
E: katrina_merrill@hotmail.com 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
T: 01865 469069 & 07884 318 464 
E: efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
T: 01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
T: 01865 338050 


Placid Care Ltd 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 


T: 01865 338070 E: placid.hc@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Spice Box 

Unit 16, Chiltern Business Centre 
Garsington Road, 0X4 6NG. 

T: 01865 395999 or 712800 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EX. 
T: 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
T: 01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HX 

T: 01865 747575 

E: info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
T: 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
0X4 4HS. 

T: 01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 
34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 0X4 4LD. 
T: 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
T: 01865 792037 


GARDENS 


The Garden 
99—100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
T:01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
T:01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
T: 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 
T: 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
T: 01865 326066 


FOR SALE 


Little Steps Clothing 
Children / babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 

W: Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


JOBS 


What a difference would 
more income make to 
your life? 

We have a home-based health and 
wellness business and are currently 
looking for honest, ethical and 
hardworking individuals to join our 
successful team earning £500 plus 
part-time a month or £3000 plus 
full time. 

T: For more info (without 
obligation) contact Pat, 

07957 491868 


Start your own business with Neals Yard 
Remedies. 

T: Katie 395960 

E: kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
T:01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, 0X4 6HS. 
T: 01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
T: 01865 777515 
E: spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

T: 01865 335300 

W: www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
T: 07887296583 

W: www.facebook.com 
/LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
T: 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 61). 
T: 01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 


22 Hawthorn Close, 0X2 9DY. 
T: 01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can 


£10,000 more! 


TAi bedroom howe URGENTLY 
ropecied! ‘wile welll resh or bay! 


Problem selling or renting your 
residential or rental property? 


Difficulty selling or 
renting? Want a fast sale 
at near market price? 

== Solutions for properties 


with little or no equity, 
refurbishment work taken on. 
Whatever your circumstances there 
may be a solution for you. 
Call Marilyn on 
01865 308067 
or 07990 630 332 
marilyn@soloassist.co.uk 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
T: 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
T: 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
T: 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, 0X4 7UD. 
T: 01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
T: 01865 773486 


CALLING ALL 
SPORTSMEN 
AND WOMEN! 


Would you like your 
sporting achievements 


featured in Leys News? 


Email us at 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt 
advice and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am— 
12pm, and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 
Also in the Farmhouse: 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

T: 01865 770206 


Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30-3pm, at the 
Early Intervention Blackbird Leys 
Young People Centre. Ages 16-19. 
Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to- 
one advice. 


Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would 
like help with learning or training, 
or would like to consider a new job, 
or taking up work for the first time. 
Sessions are held at the Youth 

and Community Centre every 
Wednesday, 10am— 12pm. Just drop 
in. Other job club sessions are held 
in the Children’s Centre, please call 
for details. 

T: Call or text, 0793 1400 108 


Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. 

T: 01865 772886 


BLAP Afterschool Club 

Outdoor and indoor activities 

for ages 8-13 in a structured 
environment. 3.15—5.30pm. 

£1.50 per session 

T: 07530933690 and 01865 236646 
E: blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

T: Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
E: bblbrownies@gmail.com 


35th Oxford Scout Group 
T: Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 

E: duncan@35thoxford.com 


Dovecote Afterschool 
Club 

Tuesday to Thursday, 
3.30—5.15pm, £2 per session. 
We also offer a walking bus 
from Windale School. 

T: 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 

W: www.dovecoteproject.com 


Little Doves Stay & Play 
Thursdays (term time), 9am—12pm, 
at Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. 


© Gleysnewseditor 


What's on 
in the Leys 


@ 01865 711756 


Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm, at Sandy 
Lane West. Boys and girls, ages 
13-18. 

T: 01869 259681 


Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable 
for mothers and toddlers held 
on Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
T: Fiona, 07891 419793 


Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the 


Barn in Nightingale Avenue, Greater 


Leys, 6.30—8.45pm. 
T: Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4—5pm. £1.20. 

For ages 14-18, 

Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30—6.30pm, at the Holy Family 
Church Hall on Cuddesdon Way. 
T: Alexandra, 07804 500313 


Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 
Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 1212-20. 
T: 01865 777055 

E: 0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in 
Maths and English. 

T: Nicky, 01865 7286 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 

Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


T: 01865 770403 


The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 
T: Hannah, 07512 364367 


Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Tuesday from 6pm. 

T: David Buckwell, 01865 881735 

or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


© editor@leysnews.co.uk 


A guide to what’s 
available locally. 
If you want a free 
listing for your 
service or event, 
ring 01865 711756 


Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 
5pm. 


Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 

T: Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
E: Mafleckney@gmail.com 


Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking 
for new members and invites men, 
women, boys and girls of all ages 
and abilities. 

T: 01865 775891 

E: oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


Leys Pools 

and Leisure Centre 
Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday: 6am—10pm 
Saturday: 6am—8pm 

Sunday: 8am—8pm 

Bank Holiday: 7am—8pm 
Pegasus Road, Blackbird Leys, 
Oxford, 0X4 6JL 

T: 0844 893 3222 


Oxford United Education 
and 

Football Academy 

Still spaces available for our 
Education and Football course 
for boys and girls aged 16-19. 
Please email Chad for more details. 
E: chadwoollands@ 
oxfordunitedlearning.co.uk 

T: 01865 336138 

W: www.oulfc.co.uk 


OLDER PEOPLE 


Walking Football 

Oxford City FC, Saturdays, 10—11am. 
Waking football, does what is says 
on the tin! Football, but no running 
allowed. £3.50. 

T: Anna McKay, 01235 849403 

E: annamckay@ageukoxfordshire. 
org.uk 


Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
OX4 7WJ. 

T: Anne Appleton, 01865 422231 


Over 60s Bingo Club 
Wednesdays, 1-3pm, 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

T: David Stonehill, 01865 777074 
or Anne Ranger, 01865 430504 


Want to 
advertise 
in Leys News? 


To discuss your advert email 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 
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The Clockhouse Community Centre 


Phoenix Rising 

We have moved to the 
Clockhouse. Wednesdays, 
1—4pm. Activities, speakers, trips. 


Holidays and Daytrips 


Five day holiday at the Claremont Hotel, Eastbourne 
Price: £199 per person (local pick ups) 


Tea-Time Social 

Mondays, 1.30-3.30 pm. Enjoy a 
cup of tea and a chat. Play board 
games, Scrabble, Dominoes, 


Clangers evening socials 
Adults of all ages welcome! Meets 
7-9pm, at the Clockhouse. £2. 
Wednesday 25 April, Bingo. 


Daybreak’s Rosewood Club 
Fun, sociable and stimulating 
days for people with dementia, 
and a break for their carers. £20 


Quiz. £1. T: Sheila Kelly, 07534 740589 Wednesday 30 May, Quiz. a day (including a hot 2-course Wicksteed Park Friday, 22 June 
Over-50s advice Age UK drop-in Wordsmiths ma plus a transport charge if Coach, lunch, show and afternoon tea. The show is 
FREE Monthly session. Friendly info and help on over-50s African Art study. er oer Da Sing As We Go (wartime musical). Price: £35 
a An T: For details or to book an initial 

10am-12pm. services and activities in Oxford. Mondays, 11am-12pm. visit. 01865 749349 : 
T: Appointments, 01865 395908 T: 01865 395908 i Portsmouth daytrip, Saturday 16 June 

Weekly Walking Group Price: £19. (local pick ups. First pick up at the 
Yoga Tai chi A gentle walk for beginner's Play and Reminisce Blackbird Leys Community Centre.) 
Tuesdays, 10—11am, £2. For those Thursdays, 10—11am. Boost your and enjoy a cuppa back at 13 April, 11am-2pm. Come and i 
new to Yoga this is a good place flexibility, improve your fitness. the Clockhouse at the end learn, share and discuss childhood For more info call 07754 217128 


to start. 


Singing for Fun 
Tuesdays, 1.30—3.30pm. FREE. 
T: 01865 395908 


Wednesday Crafts 
Tam-12.30pm. Bring your 
knitting, crochet, sewing or 


drawing/colouring, it’s never too 
late to learn a craft and join us for 


a natter. £1 


Art Group 

Potters Court, Robin Place, 
Greater Leys 0X4 7FF. Thursdays, 
2—4pm. Watercolours, pastels 
and charcoal. £1 

T: 01865 395908 


SLIGO — Gardening Club 

If you enjoy gardening do come 
and join us. Next meeting: 
Thursday 3 May, 2—4pm. Adults 
of all ages welcome at these 
monthly meetings! £2 


of the walk. Starts 14 May. 
Meet Mondays,10am, at the 
Clockhouse. 

T: For more info, 01865 395908 


Volunteer car drivers needed! 
Come and help local residents 
with mobility difficulties enjoy 
Clockhouse Project activities. 

T: For details, 01865 395908 


play lunch included. 


Enjoying Oil Painting 
20 April, 1—4 pm. £5 per session. 


Gardening and Reminisce 
27 April, 1-4 pm. Lunch included. 


Focus Group 
May 4, 10am—1pm. Communities 
and Change. Lunch included. 


The Clockhouse Community Centre, Long Ground, Greater Leys 0X4 7FX 1:01865 395908 E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


Skiptrix Fitness Class 
Get fit, tone and lose weight. 


Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 


Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

T: Trish, 07957 754355 

E: trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
T: Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


Zumba Fitness and Toning 
Suitable for all fitness levels. The 
Barn, Greater Leys. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 6.30—7.30pm. There are 
many ways to keep fit and/or lose 
weight — some are just more fun! 
T: Elishia 07761 343655 

or Pat 07957 491868 


ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 
T: 07714 248177 

E: zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
W: www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


The Listening Centre 
Counselling service based at 
Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre. 
T: 01865 794794 


Survivors 


Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 


Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 


gets a well-earned rest. £20 per 
day includes a two course lunch, 
refreshments and entertainment. 
Come and see what you think by 
arranging an informal visit. 

T: Julie Perks, 01865 749349 


E: rosewood @daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


Oxfordshire Mind 
Short courses, groups and other 


support are available for anyone with 
a mental health problem. To find out 
more drop in to the Cowley Wellbeing 
Centre in St James’ Hall, 26 Between 


Towns Road. 
T: 01865 247788 


NOTICES 


Socialist Party Meeting 


Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 


Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 
T: 0208 9888777 


The Leys WI 

Meets the first Wednesday of each 
month, 7.30pm, at The Clockhouse. 
All ladies aged 18 or over are 
welcome to attend. 

T: 07973 336 041 

E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 

W: www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 


The Blackbird Leys Learning Centre 


Courses include evening IT courses, guitar playing 
and 3D Sculpture using recyclable materials. Courses 
coming over the next few weeks include an introduction 
to politics, creative writing and so much more. 


To find out more about the courses pop in to Blackbird 
Leys Library or call 01235 216447 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 

Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
and children’s liturgy; and at 6pm. 
T: Rev. Nazarius Mgungwe, 01865 
776903 

E: sacredheartchurchoxford@gmail.com 
W: www.sacredheartoxford.com 


Christ Embassy Oxford 

R&R Frontline Studios, Sandy Lane, 
Oxford 0X4 6LJ. 

Sundays: 10am—12.30pm. 
Wednesdays: 7pm—9pm. 

T: 07984 070632 

W: www.christembassy-oxford.org 


Mountain of Fire & Miracles 
Ministries 

49 Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford 0x4 
2ER. 

Sundays: Worship/Praise Service, 
11am-2pm. 

Wednesdays: Deliverance, Prayer 
Quake, Bible Studies, 7-9pm. 


Community Centre. 
Sundays: 11am-2pm. 
T: 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


Seventh Day Adventist Church 
1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45—11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
W: www-freebible.org.uk 


Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 


Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community 


Centre. 

Sunday Service: 11am—1.30pm. 

All night prayers: Fridays, 7-9pm. 
Bible Study: Sundays, 1lam—12pm. 


T: Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406 and 


07932 964056 
E: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
W: www.mtzionox.org 


Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at the Sacred Heart, Sawpit Road. 
Sunday Service: 2.30—5pm. 

Bible study: Wednesday, 6-8pm. 

T: 07825 679044 


Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre 


Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre is a Wi-Fi Hotspot 

To use the free Wi-Fi please select 
‘Oxford Free Wi-Fi’ 


BLITZ 

IT courses and trainings for all 
abilities. Course details available 
in the Centre reception. 

T: 01865 806453 


Early Intervention Service 
Early intervention and specialist 
services for children, young 
people and families 

T: 01865 816202 


Soundworks 
Music studio and production 
T: 01865 401585 


ITHUB 

IT Hub open access drop in 
sessions. 

Tuesdays 12—3pm 

and Fridays 9am—12pm. 


Leys CDI Youth Project 

After School Club and Arts Award 
Project, Mondays, 3.30—8pm 
Battlefield of the Mind (Young 
women’s project), Tuesdays, 
3.30-7.30pm 

Diversionary Project, Wednesdays, 
12-8pm 

Afterschool Club and Tech Fridays 
3.30—-8pm 

T: 01865 395927 


Credit Union 

Community financial service for 
savings and low cost loans 
Opening Times: Mondays 
Tam—1pm, Tuesdays 7—7.30pm, 
Wednesdays 10am—12pm, Fridays 
3—5pm 

T: 01865 718503 


Home-Start 
Family support charity for under 5s. 
T: 01865 779991 


JACK ARGENT ROOM 


SR Oxford Survivors 
Self-help community group for 
over 16s. Fridays and Saturdays, 
10.30am—2.30pm 

T: Trish, 07824 644874 


Oxford Polish Association 
T: For dates contact Ewa, 07585 
442696 


FriendLeys 

Community coffee morning, 
£2.50, includes refreshments, 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—Ipm 
T: 01865 402070 


Blackbird Leys Choir 

New members always welcome. 
Wednesdays, 6.30pm—9pm 
T:07775 945279 


SPORTS HALL 
Boxing Club 
Juniors and Seniors. T: For details contact Tony, 01865 432995 


ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


IT Hub: 12 networked PCs with Sports Hall: Space for a wide 


CHURCHES 


Church of the Holy Family 
Eucharist: Sundays, 10am, with 


First Saturday of the Month: PMCH 
(Power Must Change Hand), 7am. 
T: 07438 944186 and 07449 171785 


W: www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk fast wired internet connection, 


ceiling mounted projector and 
air conditioning. 


f activities. 
A self-help group of people who use range oF activities 


or have used Mental Health Services, Kingsway International 


First Floor Meeting Room: 


working together to get support or Bh iI nate tas : Christian Centre 

aa a ane Lunch avalabe eg activities. Leys Community Church The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, oe For up to ten people. 
imeout: Reflective worship, most Meets at Blackbird Leys Adventure Jack Argent Room: Seating for 

Sundays, 6.30pm. Playground, Blackbird Leys Road. eater Leys 0X4 78U. up to 60 people. For more details contact 

T: 07729 581975 Church Office Hour: For enquiries, hall T: Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 Sunday service: Tlam—Ipm Jayne on 01865 402070 

Rosewood Club bookings, wedding arrangements. 779700 (Children s Church runs concurrently 

For people with dementia. Basedat Tuesdays, 1.30-2.30pm, and W: www.leyscommunitychurch. H : T a , Blackbird Leys Community Centre 

The Clockhouse in Greater Leys. Open Thursdays 10-11am, or by org.uk ae eh eng Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, 0X4 GHW 

Monday to Friday, 9.30am—3pm. appointment. 5 a ; Bae T: 01865 402070 

Offers you a stimulating, enjoyable T: Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728  Chrisco Ministries 


and social day while your carer W: www. holyfamilybbl.co.uk Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL E: admin@kiccoxford.org.uk E: blackbirdleyscommcentre@oxford.gov.uk 
W: www.kiccoxford.org.uk 
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Family badminton 


classes at Leys Pool 
and Leisure Centre 


FUSION Lifestyle has teamed 
up with Badminton England to 
launch new family badminton 
classes in a bid to get families fit 
together. 

‘No Strings’ is a weekly ‘turn 
up and play’ Badminton session 
for adults and their families, now 
available at Fusion’s Leys Pools 
and Ferry Leisure Centres. The 
sessions will be taking place 
alongside family swimming and 
junior gym sessions. 

According to behavioural 
psychologist, Dr. Simon Moore, 
one of the biggest problems we 
face in our tech-driven lives is 
losing connection with others 
around us, adding: “This isolation 
can have a serious impact on our 
long term physical and mental 
health. Spending more time on 
virtual interaction can cause a 
disconnection from real world 
relationships, such as those with 
our families.” 

With three quarters of parents 
polled also saying they would 
love to find more activities for 
the whole family to do together, 


family-fitness experts at Fusion 
are building on their range of 
family friendly activities on offer. 
Chris Jones, Head of Sports 
and Community, Fusion said: 
“Childhood inactivity is a real 
problem and we recognise 
that families want to do more 
together. 
"We're responding to this 
by developing more activities 
that people of all ages can get 
together and play. These new 
badminton sessions are the first of 
many family activities to come.” 


Councillor Linda Smith, Deputy 
Leader of Oxford City Council, 
said: "These family badminton 
sessions are another great reason 
for families to visit our leisure 
facilities when they want to spend 
some quality together. 

"In can be hard to tear kids 
away from their electronic devices 
and get them active, especially in 


the midst of winter, but our leisure 


facilities in Oxford are a great 
family friendly destination with a 
wide variety of activities on offer 
for all ages." 


New home for Oxford 
United's training facility 


OXFORD United, Fusion Lifestyle 
and Oxford City Council have 
reached an agreement for Oxford 
Sports Park to become the new 
home of Oxford United's training 
facility. 

The new £4.9m sports park, in 
Horspath Road, will be home for all 
Oxford United's outdoor training, 
including for the first team, under 
18s and academy. 

The sports park, which is across 
39 acres of land, will feature new 
football, cricket and softball 
pitches, practice areas, a pavilion 
and changing rooms for the public. 

Fusion Lifestyle, which has 
a 25-year lease to operate the 
facility, will host club pitch hire, 
competitions, leagues, children’s 
sports parties and events at Oxford 
Sports Park. 


The new facilities will 
significantly improve sports 
provision in the area. The old 
Rover Sports and Social Club 
facilities, on 25 acres, has four full- 
sized grass football pitches, two 
grass 9v9 football pitches and two 
small sided grass football pitches. 

Councillor Linda Smith, Deputy 
Leader of Oxford City Council, 
said: “I am delighted that we have 
reached agreement with Oxford 
United for the new Oxford Sports 
Park to become the home of the 
club's training facility. 

“Oxford Sports Park will 
provide fantastic new facilities 
for people of all ages to get into 


sport in Oxford, but | think this 
new partnership, with community 
teams training right next to Oxford 
United's stars, will be particularly 
impactful and inspiring for the 
city’s children. 

“One of the principle aims of the 
City Council is to tackle inequality 
across Oxford, particularly in 
health. Building on the recent 
investment in sport at the Leys 
Pools and Leisure Centre and Rose 
Hill Community Centre, Oxford 
Sports Park will create a vast new 
sports facility on the edge of 
our city that will help people of 
all ages to keep fit, make social 
connections and have fun.” 


Any teams or groups interested in using the facilities can register 
their interest by emailing oxfordsportspark@fusion-lifestyle.com 


Join the Maggie's 
challenge 
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OXFORD cancer charity Maggie's 
is organising a number challenges 
to help raise funds and increase 
awareness of the work they do. 


WalkWithMe 2018 

This is a 26-mile walk along a 
section of the Ridgeway, starting 
and finishing at Moulsford School, 
Moulsford-on-Thameson Sunday 
13 May. There will be training 
walks organised in the run up to 
the event to help people prepare 
for the walk. These will take place 
all around south Oxfordshire and 
are open to everyone. 


Maggie’s to Maggie's cycle ride 
This is a Maggie's to Maggie's 
challenge cycling 120km from the 
brand new Maggie's Barts in the 


City of London to Maggie's Oxford. 
Maggie's has teamed up cycling 
specialist Velusso to deliver this 
special event. Transport to the start 
will be provided and refreshments 
at the finish. 


Maggie's Centres provide free 
practical, emotional and social 
support for people with cancer 
and their families and friends. 

The Centres are staffed by Cancer 
Support Specialists, Benefits 
Advisors, Nutritionists and 
Psychologists who can support 
people in whichever way best suits 
their needs. 


For more info visit 
www.maggiescentres.org 


Visit our website to discover how you 


could access free resources and take the 


steps to living a longer and happier life. 
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